Two headless bodies brought to life by Vikrama	89
his sword to his throat; but then the two trunks became provided
with heads and restored to life, while the goddess snatcht the sword
from the king's hand and said: " O king, I am satisfied; choose a
wish.9' The king replied: " O goddess, if you are graciously disposed,
then give this pair a kingdom.'* Then the goddess gave a kingdom to
that pair, and the king returned with Dhanada to his own city.
Having told this story the statue said: " O king, if such courage is
found in you, then mount upon this throne." And hearing this the
king was silent.
Here ends the seventh story
metrical recension of 7
When the king had again sought out a favorable day and was desirous of mounting
the throne, the seventh statue, seeing him, halted him with charming words. The
Icing said to her: " Why do you stop me ? " And hearing the king's words the statue
replied to him: " 0 king, hear the reason why you are stopt by me; it is — the great
deeds of Vikramaditya! [6]
While he was governing the earth the people were happy. At that time there was no
man in the world who was subject to misfortune. Not a single one of the seven vices
showed its head ever. The castes did not fix their minds (with a view to marriage)
on any except those of their own caste. The words and the actions of the brahmans
were wholly concerned with the exercises of religious meditation and the study of
the gastras; such were their daily habits. The people showed attachment to benevo-
lence, love of truth at all times, eagerness to obtain fair fame, and abhorrence of the
error of fraud; hatred of slander, and inclination to speak well of their fellows; their
hearts were carefully intent upon showing compassion to all creatures. They suffered
great outbreaks of alarm as a result of even a small misdeed; because they were con-
scious of the transiency of the body, they were continually devoted to deeds of virtue.
Everyone was truthful in words, excessively generous of hand, right-minded at heart,
and gracious in look. [20]
In this king's city, which boasted such people and was full of families endowed with
gentleness, there was a certain rich merchant. He was named Dhanada; and he had
riches like Dhanada [epithet of the god of wealth]. He was munificent, virtuous, and
intelligent, and especially beloved of the king. Now while he was dwelling in con-
stant happiness in his house, once such a thought as this arose in his mind: ** Thru
my wealth I have obtained complete possession of this world's joys; but I have taken
no steps to acquire those that pertain to the other world. Therefore I must associate
with wise men, as I desire my own welfare." All tibis then he did, and his mind thereby
became righteous. The qualities of passion [rajas] and darkness [tamas] became eli-
minated in him, and that of goodness [sattva] became perfected. Then he performed
alms-giving, that his heart might become spotless* When Ms heart was thus com-
pletely purified, he attained to that freedom from passion by which Narada amd otter
(great seers) past thru the bewilderment of the cosmic illusion [maya; this and the
preceding sentence but one contain allusions to technical philosophy}. And after
many days' time had gone by, he set out with a large company for I>v3iraka [ ~ Dvfira-

